WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TRINITY

Thursday (04/29)
9:00 Set up for Spring Rummage Sale.

5:00 Community Table—St. John Lutheran
Church.
6:30 Cub Scouts.

Friday (04/30)

8:00 Spring Rummage Sale.
6:00 A.A—Fellowship Hall.

Saturday (05/01)
9:00 Spring Rummage Sale.

5:00 Meth Anonymous.

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE

Friday, April 30—8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M.
Saturday, May 1—9:00 A.M.-12:00 Noon

Lift up in Prayer

A Ministry Cluster is a group of 4 to 9 local churches who
choose to work together to accomplish the Gospel mission in
their area, and it is also be a group of local churches who share
common ministry needs and who work together to learn from
each other. We have a rotation list of the churches in our cluster
to lift up in prayer. The next few weeks we will lift up in prayer:
May 2-8--our cluster group; May 9-May 15--Albion Asbury
Church; May 16-May 22—Albion Trinity Church; May 23-May
29—Avilla Calvary and May 30-June 5—Kendallville Faith UM
Church.

Times for worship

We took the season of Lent to adjust our worship times to allow
for ample Sunday School time. The Education and Worship
Committees are in the process of surveying and discussing the
information from Lent, and will be making an informed decision
as soon as possible (within the next few weeks). Until that time,
we will keep our worship times at 8:15 and 10:39, then adjust
accordingly. Thank you for your patience and prayerful support
and input!

Faith In Action
Do you have a project that you just can’t compete? Trinity’s
Faith in Action Small Group can help you. Contact the church
office with your needs and leave the rest to God’s Team.
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CQunday at Trinity

8:15 TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
9:15 FELLOWSHIP IN
NARTHEX
9:30 SMALL GROUPS
10:39 MODERN WORSHIP
4:30 SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE
5:00-7:00 YOUTH GROUP
6:30 AL-A-NON

7:00 AA MEETING

April 28, 2010

It is wonderful to see the vibrant greens,
whites, yellows, pinks and other various
colors of spring. A quiet morning is
disturbed by sounds of animals nest
building and food gathering. The warm
weather started earlier than normal this
year, and it seems to have stayed.

Spring is wonderful, all that new life and
all those vibrant colors. But there is a
down side. The grass is growing, so that
means mowing it more. It takes time and
money to mow. The trees and bushes
budding forth may need to be trimmed, or
worse yet pruned. The blossoms looked so lovely now simply clog drains
and gutters, and line driveways as a nuisance — taunting us of the beauty
that once was. One could sleep longer and later, but now the sun is rising
earlier and those animals make such a racket.

As | re-read these two paragraphs, one might wonder if I am describing
the same thing. Isn’t spring and summer always a good thing ... yeah,
but all that work and the other side of beauty and warmth that has to be
dealt with. | suppose it could be said of anything, it depends on where
one may place one’s focus. With anything, there are two sides. One can
focus on the wonderful endearing and enduring aspects of life, growth,
and beauty, or focus on the hard work, the mess, the discomforts, and
inconveniences. | guess it is the proverbial half-empty or half-full glass.
The glass is. It is our perspective and interpretation of the glass that
interpret the events. Life is the same way. How do we see life, church
and the opportunities around us?

This spring and summer, | invite you to focus more on life and beauty, than discomforts and inconveniences. | invite you
to see what God is growing rather than see the hard work of dealing with those things that grow. | invite you to see the
potential growth and health, instead of seeing the branches of something that may appear scrawny.

Spring is here, and the animals are making babies, and the flowers are popping up and flourishing, the farm implements
are now sharing the road. Isn’t life good in Northeast Indiana? I invite you to seek God, embrace the days we have, and
bring the sunshine of an attitude that seeks life, love, and hope. The grass still needs cut, the rain still marks up a good
wax job on the car, and gutters will still get clogged by flowering and budding trees. In all that bad, | choose to see the
beauty of spring, while seeking what God may have, even in the midst of the inconveniences and discomforts.

Happy Spring!

Pastor Scott
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; £ Arnold, Anna Bailey, Eden
Banks, Charlotte  Bedson,
Maxine  Berhalter, Gordon
Bloom, Jean Bonecutter, The
Family of Madonna Booth,
Sandra Boulby, Floyd
Burnworth, Kitty Burnworth,
Virginia Buttermore, Jim Chaffins, Diane Claybaugh, Jan
Corbin, Fred Cornett, Del & Mary Cortner’s son, Eleanor Davis,
Ardean Ebert, Sally Eulitt, Marvin Fager, Donni Frain, Jason
Gienger, Todd Gipson, Sarah Grismore, Mac and Helen
Grossman, Doug Haddock, Beth Hager, Wayne Hartigan, David
Haskins, Raven Hensley, The Family of Charles Herron,
Geraldo Herron, Brad Huff, Caroline Huffman, Kathy James,
Mike Johnson, Virginia Kirschner, Todd Kline, Lois Kruger,
Evan Lash, Kara Lilly, Barbara Luther, Kenneth Marks, Austin
McCormick, Agnes Meade’s Brother, Cindy Mercer, Peggy
Messer, Phil Ogden, Chuck and Michelle Phillips, Annie Pratt,
Patricia Faye Pulis, Mary Pyle, Ashley Rhinehart, Evelyn Rice,
Martha Ringler, Adam Ross, Justin Scher, Joan Shippy, Jeff
Sonne (Auto accident), Karen Steelman, Tina Terry, Dorothy
Traster, Deena Vale, Betty VanWinkle, Cousin, Jerry, with
Colon Cancer, Brother who has cancer; Grandson who has brain
cancer, Mom who is in hospital with heart problems, Sister who
fractured her shoulder, Myself, Son and Daughter, my Mother-
in-law with Parkinson’s, My Family, Father-in-law, Someone
going through many changes in their life, Friend going through
tough situations, A Job for my Sons and all in need of work, My
Mom.

Newsletter Information

The Trinity Spire is a tradition at Trinity Church. We
are now adjusting the Spire to be printed once monthly. This
Spire is the “May” issue of the newsletter. In going to a monthly
newsletter we will be better stewards in saving money and time.
We encourage you to read the Spire on our website,
www.trinitychurchum.org. The home page of our website has
an updated calendar so that one can see what activities and
meetings are happening and where. Of course the most effective
source of information will be the weekly worship folder and
bulletin. If you would like us to e-mail the newsletter to you,
please let us know.

3" Tuesday Go Out to
Lunch Bunch
May 18 — Carriage
House

The 3" Tuesday Go Out to
Lunch Bunch will be going to
The Carriage House (Amish NN
Farm) on Tuesday, May 18"™. This is a special place and we
need to have enough people go make it possible to go. All
Trinity friends are welcome and we encourage them to bring a
friend. The group will leave the church at 11:00 a.m. that
morning. Call the church office and let us know if you’d like to
join us.
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Church lobby is a meeting place
By Kent Hunter
Published in News & Sun: Sunday March 22, 2009

People used to call it a narthex. Most people today
know it as the lobby. It is the space just outside the worship area
— and it’s more important than ever.

If your church is older, chances are you have to go up
steps and go through a small lobby to get to worship. That’s the
way they used to build churches. Some church experts, including
myself, believe that few church buildings with steps will be
operating in the year 2025. Only a few with a small lobby will
exist as well. Why?

Our culture has changed on the issue of fellowship.
Have you noticed that the men’s or women’s fellowship group
has almost disappeared? Most of those groups that do exist are
near extinction, based on the age of those who attend.

Today, people network in motion. Another way to say
it: they fellowship on the way “to something else.” Rather than
go to the church basement for a group gathered for the purpose
of fellowship, people greet their friends on the way from the
parking lot to the sanctuary and from the sanctuary to the
parking lot.

That’s why thousands of churches are expanding their
lobbies, adding comfortable furniture, and, in some cases,
providing a coffee shop.

Focus on these issues:

» The way people connect has changed. Provide lobby space
and your church will be friendlier.

* Is it worth the construction bill? Probably, especially if you
can lose the steps too.

* Provide flavored coffee, juice, fruit, and bottled water, if you
want the younger crowd to linger.

* You can’t make too much space. Notice that in newer
hospitals, airports, and shopping malls, the hallways are
wider.

* Make room for comfortable furniture. It is important for
ministry.

New Hot Beverage Machines

We now have 2 new hot beverage machines in the
narthex for use on Sunday mornings and special church
occasions. These machines are our way of expanding our
Christian hospitality and saying “welcome” and “please feel at
home” at Trinity. A donation box is mounted between the
beverages for those who would like to help us defray the cost of
these hot beverages.

The Trustees have collaborated with Snyder
Distributors to help us extend our hospitality options.

We did not buy the machines; Snyder Distribution
provides them and services them. We continue to buy the
product, coffee, as we have been, only from them.

The machines are turned off when not in use, so not just
anyone can use them. If groups want to use them, they are here
to extend our hospitality, simply schedule them with Hazel.

We are in need of people signing up to clean up after
the 2" worship time on Sunday mornings. Clean up takes
approximately 20-30 minutes.

“The Gift of Appreciation”
An Epistle from Bishop Mike

It happens about 3 or 4

times each month. In a
conversation with a pastor, he or
she will tell me, “I really love my
appointment, my church is doing
well, and | think our people are
pleased with my ministry, but I
never receive any appreciation
from them.” The gift of
appreciation seems to be a lost art
in our culture, especially in the
church. We are quick to complain,
to criticize, to point out mistakes,
and even to send nasty e-mails or
notes. But we are slow to offer
words or simple gestures of appreciation.

As | look back over my years of ministry, | remember how many
times a kind note, or a simple “thank you,” or an appreciative
word during a trying week meant so much to me. | have even
kept a file of what I call “nice notes” that people have sent to
me, and it is affirming to read those comments once in a while. |
remember early in my ministry when we had small children, the
Pastor-Parish Relations Committee of our church gave us a gift
certificate at a nice restaurant and a “certificate” for them to
provide child-care. They said, “Sometime during a dreary week
in January or February, use this to take Marsha out for a quiet
evening and we will take care of your kids.” What a wonderful
gift! It was not a huge expense, but it sure did affirm our
marriage and our family, and it showed how much they
understood the pressures of ministry and how much they
appreciated me (and my family).

I guess | am calling for us to offer appreciation to one another:

e senior pastors thanking their staff, especially other
clergy on their staff

e PPPR Committees offering gestures of appreciation to
their pastors and staff

o clergy thanking the laity who faithfully serve and lead
in their churches

e district superintendents sending notes or e-mails to
affirm the hard work and good ministry of their pastors
and churches

e Dbishops saying “Thank you” to pastors and laity who
volunteer and work in the conference

e all of us taking the time to thank the waitress at the
restaurant, the housekeeper at the motel, the police and
fire and soldiers who protect us, the teachers who teach
our children, the laborers who work for us, etc. and etc.

Appreciation is a gift that we all need to offer ... and to receive.
It is a gift which often costs us very little, but it is so rewarding
and so affirming.

Tell someone today that you appreciate them.

Bishop Michael J. Coyner, Indiana Area of The United Methodist Church

Baccalaureate Service
Date: Sunday, May 16
Time: 2:00 p.m.
Where: Trinity Church U.M.

Trustee Workday

Saturday, May 8 — 7:30 A.M. to 12:00 Noon
We encourage all our friends to come and help our Trustees
work around the church on Saturday, May 8". We plan to get a
lot of work done and have an enjoyable time doing so.

In the Mail...
On Saturday, April 17" we hosted a Shelter Training Session for
the American Red Cross of Northeast Indiana. We received the
following letter from the Shelter Chair:

“Thank you for allowing the American Red Cross of
Northeast Indiana to hold a Shelter Training session at Trinity
United Methodist on April 17", 1020.

“Eight members from your congregation joined twenty
one others from Noble County for the April 17" training at your
church. | have attached a list of those attending from your
church.  You may want to keep this list with your shelter
agreement, so that it is readily available if we should need to
open your facility for sheltering.

“The other twenty one Noble County Church members
attended from: Cornerstone Wesleyan Church in Albion, Faith
United Methodist Church in Kendallville, First Christian Church
in Kendallville and LaOtto Wesleyan Church in LaOtto.

“Should a disaster requiring sheltering occur in Noble,
we feel we now have a group of church members that can assist
our Red Cross volunteers.

“We also appreciate the wonderful coffee provided by
your church.

“Thank you for your continued commitment to helping
people in our area in time of disaster.

Sincerely,
Darlene Martin, Shelter Chair”

Love Fund — May 2, 2010

On the first Sunday of May (as with most months) we will
celebrate the sacrament of communion. It has been the tradition
at Trinity Church that money collected at the altar during
communion be put into our Love Fund. Our Love Fund is used
to help those in our area that are in need of gasoline for an
appointment or emergency situation, to help with various needs
and emergencies; for medication for those who cannot afford
prescriptions and other emergencies. Please consider those less
fortunate during communion and donate as you feel led.
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Children & Family News
By Sonja Richards, Director of Children & Family

A Note from the Director of Children &
Family

Spring is here and school is almost finished for the
year! May is a wonderful month with all the new
flowers and leaves on the trees and gardens being
planted. Here at Trinity Church, we have been
planting also. The Christ Kids (preschool youth group)
have planted flowers for their moms. The
Peacemakers (elementary youth group) will be doing
one of their service projects as they plant flowers
for all of the women of the church to be given out on
Mot her’' s Day.

early bird cost break, you will now need to add $20 to
the cost of the camp.

Camp scholarships are available through the
conference office. Scholarship forms are available in
the church office or online at: www.beacamper.com.

During the week of June 20-25, two of the four
directors will be Zach Pattison and Sonja Richards
and Jon Zinnel will be the AV guy. This week of camp
is at Camp Lakewood and is for children entering
grades 3-6.

Please note we are still taking quarters for

Even the chil dggdngioRelptud @ndNills'+s GrpY alfbany

done some planting. On Mot heyg’

Time and Bible Zone groups will be making gifts for
their mothers and learning about they can do to help
their moms.

Withinthismont h' s page dgvotionfar | |

parents, camping info, Education Sunday and Calling
all Scripture Sleuths activity and a family activity.

As always, if you ever have any questions, please
feel free to contact me at the church office
347-0056 or my cell phone 318-3402.

Truth and Lies

Rom. 1:25: They exchanged the truth of God for a
lie, and worshiped and served created things rather
than the Creator... (NIV).

It is easy to rationalize sinful thoughts and
behaviors when they serve our selfish purposes.
Considering the standards of our culture, small
compromises may seem insignificant in comparison. As
Christian parents, we will be challenged over and over
again not to "exchange the truth for alie." This may
mean saying "no" to our kids regarding certain movies,
games, and clothing that our society finds acceptable.

Godly standards may be tough for your child to
accept, especially when they long to be "cool" and
accepted by their peers. Take time to listen o your
children's thoughts about the pressure to conform
that they feel. Ask questions about what's going on in
their world and please don't dismiss their feelings
when they express them. Instead of delivering a
lecture, acknowledge their disappointment when you
have to say "no" to something that conflicts with
God's standards. It will be easier for your kids to
accept your authority when they feel genuinely heard.

Uphold the standards of godly behavior with
kindness and love.

Camp Brochures are here!

The camp brochures are here! This year there are
many more additional opportunities due to the
addition of the south camps. We are now past the

monesraryDa%r?éTio}‘nsharee ap’%r%éialre\cli fob é’amping.

Education Sunday

fOn §unday, May 16™ the Education committee

chairpersons, Betty Allen and Cathie Kreigh along
with me will be talking fo you about teaching the
children of Trinity Church. During this time you will
be given the opportunity fo let us know how effective
our chil dr giscumenthi. Wou will be given
some time to consider how purposeful, practical and

i mpactful the children’s mini

will be using acknowledges that the ultimate
statement of effectiveness is a saving relationship
with God through Jesus Christ for each child. The
belief is that if ministry solutions help children
become active disciples of

relationship.then the ministr

The factors you will be evaluating represent the
tangible ministry characteristics that are believed to

underlie a ministry’s consi st

disciples.
Calling All Scripture Sleuths
By Brenda Poinsett

Time for some Bible-sleuthing funl
Wherever Jesus’
Bible, we know exactly what He prayed for. However,
sometimes the Bible tells us that He prayed, but not
what He said. When that happens, we can put on our
detective hats and look for clues! If we check out
what happened before, during, and after Jesus
prayed, we can get a pretty good idea what His
prayer was about. Gather the family for some
detective work. Provide paper, pens, and Bibles. To
add to the fun, break up into two teams. Give prizes
to the team that gathers the most clues. (Note:
Provide a consolation prize for the other team.)

praritenisthar e


http://www.beacamper.com/

Emphasize that we are just guessing when it comes to
what Jesus actually prayed, but if we gather our

clues diligently, we can come pretty closel
Jesus traveled to the river Jordan.
Clue #1 (Matthew 3:13): Why did He go?
Clue #2 (Luke 3:21-23a): What did Jesus do after
His baptism?
Clue #3 (Luke 3:21-22; Matthew 3:16-17): What
three things happened when Jesus was baptized?
Put it together: What do you think Jesus might have

prayed?

Jesus traveled to Capernaum (Matthew 4:12-13).
Clue #1 (Mark 1:21-31): What made Jesus so popular
there?

Clue #2 (Mark 1:32-34): At the end of that amazing
Sabbath day, what did the people do?

Clue #3 (Mark 1:35-37): What did Jesus do the next
morning all by Himself?

Clue #4 (Mark 1:36-38): After He prayed, what did
Jesus say to those who were looking for Him?

Clue #5 (Mark 1:39; Matthew 4:23-25): Where did
Jesus go next?

Put it together: What do you think Jesus might have
prayed?

The religious leaders opposed Jesus and what He
did.

Clue #1 (Luke 6:1-11; Mark 3:1-6): Why did the
leaders oppose Him?

Clue #2 (Luke 6:11; Mark 3:6): How did the leaders
act when Jesus continued to break the rules?

Clue #3 (Luke 6:12): What did Jesus do?

Clue #4 (Luke 6:13-16): What did Jesus do after He
prayed?

Put it together: What do you think

Jesus might have prayed?

Put it together: Based on the changei n Jesus’
emotions, what do you think He prayed?

Word At Home
Scripture: John 10:22-30

Thoughts:"My Sheep recognize my voice." Jesus
words rang out to the Jewish leaders who kept
confronting his existence as the Messiah. "The
Father and I are one, " Jesus said to them. This was
perhaps the most difficult statement for the leaders
of the temple to believe. Beyond any doubt Jesus
knew his sheep, and they knew him as their Messiah.
The Jewish leaders were not among those believers
of Jesus and this was a true source of contention.

Discussion: John conveys the fact that this
passage takes place in winter when Jesus was in the
temple during the Festival of Dedication. The leaders
were not amused by Jesus' words, " The proof (of
who I am) is in what I do and it is in the name of my
Father." In the leaders' minds this was just cause for
stoning Him to death! They felt threatened and their
only defense was to destroy the one who threatened
their positions for they truly could not hear the
truth or believe it. Why do we want to hurt others
who seem to threaten our position? What does 'my
sheep recognize my voice' mean?

Activities: Make a list of ways we can hear
Jesus voice?
Think about this: As parents, are we not intuitively
aware when our children cry out in their sleep? How
are we awakened? We are, in a sense, like the
shepherd protecting our sheep, just as Jesus
protects his own flock. As a true believer we can
recognize His "tone" just as we recognize our child's
“tone" when he calls out to us. When you here Jesus,
what does his "tone" sound like o you? How do your

In Jesus’ | ast ye afollowerslefni ni sknawyt is Jgsusg y

Him.

Clue #1 (Mark 8:11-12): When the Pharisees tried to
trap Jesus, how did He respond? What feelings do
you think Jesus had?

Clue #2 (Matthew 16:5-12; Mark 8:14-21): Did the
people with Jesus know who He really was? Can you
tell how Jesus felt?

Clue #3 (Luke 9:18): What did Jesus do?

Clue #4 (Luke 9:18-20; Matthew 16:13-20): What
questions did Jesus ask after He prayed? What was
Peter’s answer ?

Clue #5 (Matthew 16:17-19): What did Jesus say to
Peter? What might Jesus have been feeling?



HAITI NEWS

Carolyn Veit is a missionary in Haiti that Trinity Church supports. The following letter was received from Carolyn this
week:

Feb. 9, 2010 Port au Prince, Haiti

Please forgive the simple way | will write in sending this newsletter. No photos attached as | am sure you have seen more
than enough on tv; and on the other hand, | am unable to download the photos I have onto this. | had intentions to write
earlier; but was, frankly and honestly...very busy. If you don’t mind, I will give you ‘my story’...

On Jan. 12, | had planned to go to the grocery store; but decided to put it off to the next afternoon as a friend asked a favor
of me to take her across town to look at some stuff a couple had for sale. We got there at 4:45 and were in the house when
the earthquake struck just minutes later. 1 was able to huddle in the doorframe of the kitchen; with the patio walls behind
me and a porch ledge above. | remember the concrete falling; a ferocious load roar, and a wind full of white dust. For what
felt like an eternity...it never seemed to end. The quake just shook us violently. I ended up with a broken bone in my foot,
2 fractured ribs, and bruises on my back, hip, and legs...but, [ was alive.

Within minutes, all of the Americans in the immediate area joined on the driveway; we had the only ‘safe’ driveway...and
there we sat, in the dark, until we were rescued at 5:00 a.m. the next day. In the group of people | had to attend was a lady
with a head injury, many fractured limbs, many lacerations. | did what first aid and care | could; and then we sat all night;
watching the constellations, praying it would not rain when the clouds were heavy, and listened to the wails and cries of
thousands of people coming from all directions. We sat through 17 aftershocks that night; and waited.

The US Embassy rescued us at 5:00 a.m.; my car was fine, with just a few dents, so | positioned myself between the 2
embassy vehicles, and we caravanned across the hills and onto a main road where we finally, an hour later, made it to the
embassy. The UN and Haitian police has cleared the road enough for 1 car to pass through between lines of damaged cars
with dead bodies still laying in them. We saw dust covered bodies and debris everywhere; it was surreal.

For nearly 6 days I worked nonstop; to take care of injured people. What you saw on tv...that is a sampling of what I did.
One person after another...everyday became a set of different sets of patients, until they found only the dead...then my load
essentially stopped...and now the focus is prevention of disease and supplying basic human needs.

My home fared well; everything that could break did; windows, glasses, kitchenware; lamps...the security wall surrounding
the house fell; the neighbor’s house fell on the front of mine and only broke the porch and steps. Now waiting for the rest
of their house to fall before my landlord fixes up my place. We do not have electricity as my entire neighborhood has so
much damage; there are people who just walk through the yard and look...so for safety and comfort reasons, am living with
another family until it is more secure to be back in my house.

Everyone is hoping that this terrible event will bring about positive change in Haiti; but already the people are back to
rebuilding on the same insecure spots with shoddy materials. They believe that God will not let anything bad happen twice.
I know for me, that it was the hand of God that saved me on Jan. 12, 2010. | can only praise Him for sending His angels to
cover me as the concrete fell.

Carolyn Veit

FYI — Anita Pattison is planning another trip to Haiti. She leaves Friday morning, April 30™ and returns May
3rd,  Let’s keep Anita and her team in our prayers as they return to Haiti to do some follow up help. It is
less expensive to fly down with 3 totes full of supplies than ship them. This also
makes sure the supplies get where they are needed!




